Campaign Finance Website:  www.opensecrets.org
Click on menu button then “Influence and Lobbying.” Then click on “Interest Groups.”
1. What are the top 5 industries/sectors donating money?

Click on “Top Interest Groups to Congress.” 
2. Who are the top 5 all-time interest group donors and which member of congress is the recipient?
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Go back to menu and click on “Politicians and Elections” Click on “overview” then “2014 Overview.” Click on “Candidates” and then, “Fundraising totals”
3. Who are the top 3 democratic recipients from the House and Senate and how much did they receive? (Scroll down! The House members are first and then the Senate!)
4. Who are the top 3 republican recipients from the House and Senate and how much did they receive? (Scroll down! The House members are first and then the Senate!)
Click on “Influence and Lobbying and then“Top 527 Committees.”
5. What are 527s?

Click on “Politicians and Elections” and then “Get Local.”  Put in your zip code. Click on “Top Contributors.”
6. Who is giving money from your neighborhood?  Who are the recipients?

Click on “Influence and Lobbying.”  Click on “Revolving Door.”  
7. What is the revolving door?

Click on Politicians and Elections” and then “Presidential” under 2016 race select “campaigns and outside committees.”  Use your mouse to hover over each candidate’s bar graph to see the totals of campaign funding vs. outside funding. 

8. Who has the most campaign funding and how much is it?

9. Who has the most outside funding and how much is it?

Click on “Campaign and Outside committee list” 

10. Who are the top 5 fundraisers and what type of funding is it (campaign/501(c)(4)/SuperPAC etc…)
Click on “candidate” to organize table by each candidate.
11. Which candidate has the most groups raising money for them? (don’t just count the groups… look and see if the group has actually raised $$!)

Click on “Lobbyist Donors” and increase the number of “nodes” for the diagram to the highest number.

12. Which candidate has the most connections from the Democrats?

13. Which candidate has the most connections from the Republicans?

Click on the “2012 Presidential Race” and look at the break down between Obama and Romney.

14. Who were the top 5 contributors for each?
Click on “Menu” and then “Trump Administration” Under green “Political Appointees” select “See nominee donations to Senate Committees” Below the excel window are the names of Trump Nominees that have contributed to the Senate Committee members that will oversee their confirmation.  
15.  Which Nominee has the most individual donations to Senators on the Committees that handle their confirmation?

16. Which Nominee has the most superPAC donations on behalf of Senators on the Committees that handle their confirmation?

17. Based upon your research, write an argument about the role of money in politics.  Avoid being overly simplistic (don’t just say “money plays a large role in politics”).  Look for trends.  Why are certain people receiving more money than others from outside interests?  Are there trends in the types of industries that are supporting Democrats vs. Republicans? If money talks (and is considered speech…) what are the industries supporting each party trying to say with such large donations?
